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a frequent battleground. Metz, Nancy, Verdun and St. Mihiel have
long been important fortresses, and today along this part of the French
border stretches the most powerful line of fortifications to be found

The iron ore resources of France. (U. S. Geological Survey.)

throughout the world. It is here that the Lorraine Gate provides the
most direct line of contact between the Paris Basin and the Rhine
Valley, and consequently it is here that military contacts between
France and Germany are most likely to take place.

The region is of great importance also because of its valuable